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the forensic arts of Parliamentary Debate, and even
the black magic of the Whips. It is not easy,
however, to resist the conviction that he is con-
cerned in this book to persuade himself quite as
much as his reader.

** Much of Parliamentary debate is dispute
between men who in truth and at bottom agree, but
invent arguments to disguise agreement and con-
trive a difference. It is artificial, but serves a
purpose in justifying the lobbies and a Party
division. You have patiently to learn the whole-
some lesson that wisdom may be wisdom even when
she chooses rhetorical apparel. You cannot expect
to escape a continual exhibition of the common
error of politics, and of much besides, the attribu-
tion to one cause of what is the effect of many ; nor
the vexation of listening to the wrong arguments
for the right object. Above all, one often felt the
pregnant truth that most mistakes in politics arise
from flat and invincible disregard of the maxim
that it is possible for the same thing to be and
not to be. But then here, too, Parliament is only
representative."

As against this sedative we may recall a certain
passage in the essay on Compromise :

" The extension of the ways of thinking which are
proper in politics to other than political matter
means at the same time the depravation of the
political sense itself, and the art of politics is grow-
ing to be as meanly conceived as all the rest. At
elections the national candidate has not often a
chance against the local candidate, nor the man of
principle against the man of a class. In Parliament
we are admonished on high authority that * the